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PREFACE. 



An Act (16 and 17 Vict. cap. 51) for granting to her Majestr 
duties on succession to ptopertj ■was passed on tbe 4th of August, 
1853. Thb measure has nateriallj enlarged the scope of the Legacr 
Duties Act (55 George III. cop. 181) b; the extension of its provi- 
sions to the deroltttion upon the death of a predecessor of any and 
every description of property whatsoever. An important feature, also, 
in the law as newly enaeted is the aspect in which the succession fa> 
real property is for the future to be regarded. The interest of the 
successor is now thrown into the shape of " lie value of an annui^ 
equal to the yearly worth of such property during the residue of his 
life, or for any less period during which he shall be entitled thereto." 

Upon the worth in capital of the annual value of the succession, as 
measured by the tables appended to the statute, the amount of duty 
payable Is determined, reference being had always to the degree or 
absence of propinquity existing between the successor and prede- 
cessor. This latter consideration, however, involves no less than five 
different modifications of the per centage payable to the revenue on 
the value of the succession. It has, therefore, been thought that a 
set of tables, showbg at a glance the value of the life Interest in each 
shilling, or pound, of Income devolving ; and also the exact sum which 
Is the proper per centi^ thereon, according to the relationship which 
may have subsisted betweea the inheritor and predecessor, would be a 
sort of " Beady Beckoner,*' exceedingly useful for the Information and 
service of persons succeeding to property, their solicitors and agents. 
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It 13 also hoped, at the same time, that tlie preparatloa of these 
computations by the hands of the public officer, to whom was en- 
trusted the calculation of the new tables appended to the statute now 
passed into law, will offer a sufficient guarantee for their perfect 
accuracy. 

It may be eerriceable to draw sttentbn in more precise terms to 
a few of the most material cUuses of the Act. Among other things 
it is enacted as follows : 

"Every past or future disposition of property, by reason whereof 
any person has or shall become beneficially entitled to any property, 
or tke income thereof, npon the death of any person, dying after the 
time appointed for the commencement of this Act, either immediately 
or after any interral, either certainly or contingently, and either 
originally or by way of snbsUtuUve limitatjon, and erery devolution 
by law of any beneficial interest in property, or the income thereof, 
upcm the death of any person dying after the time appMnted for the 
commencement of thin Act, to any cither perton, in posseasion or ex- 
peetamcy, shall be deemed to hare conferred or to confer on the per- 
son entitled, by reason of any such dispo«tion or devolution, *a 
saccesaion ;' and the term ' successor' shall drarate die person so en- 
titled; and the term 'predecessor' shall denote the settlor, dlsponer, 
testator, obligor, ancestor, or other person from whom the interest of 
the auccessor is or Aall be derived." 

Beudes the ancceasor, every trustee, guardian, covmittee tutor or 
carator, or husband, in whom respectively shall be vested any pro- 
perty, or the management of any property imbject to duty payable 
in respect of any succession, and every person in whom the seme shall 
be vested by alienation or other derivatiTe title at the time of the 
succession becoming an interest in poesessiiHi, shall be personally 
acGonntabte to her Majesty for the duty. 

Hiere shall be levied and paid to her Majesty, in respect of eveiy 
succession liable, the following duties ; that is to say : 

One pvnnd per cent, upon the value, where the successor shell be 
the lineal issue or lineal ancestor of the predecessor. 
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Tfat«e pounds pee cent, upon tbe vdue, where the EucceSBor sliaU b« 
B brother or aieter, or a deicaidant of a broUier or sister of the pre- 
decessor. 

FtTe pounds per cent upon the trIuc, irhere the sncceesor shsll be 
a brodier or sister of the fatber or mother, or a descendant of a 
brother or sister of the father or mother of &e predecenor. 

Six pounds per cent, upon the valae, where the successor shall be 
a brother or sister of the grandtather or grandmother, or a descendant 
of the brother or sister of the grandfather or graudiBothH' of the 
predecessor. 

Ten per oent. upon the value, where the soceessor shall be in anj 
other degree aC collateral conaangninit; to tbe [n^decesaor thiB is 
hereinbefore described, or shall be a stranger in Mood to him. 

Where propertj shall become sabject to a trust for buj chuitable 
or puUic purposes under uij past t>T fatore dispoNtion, which, if 
made in favour of an indiridual, would oonfer on him a succession, 
there shall be payable in respect of such pn^)ertf , trpoa its becoming 
subject to such trusts, a duty at the rate of ten pounds per cent- iqion 
tbe amount oi principal value of such property. 

The interest of every successor in real prop»ty shsll be considered 
to be of the value of an annuity equal to the annual value of such 
propel ty, and payable from the date of his becoming entitled thereto 
in possession, or to the receipt of the income during the residue of his 
life, or for any less period ; and every such annuity for the purposes 
of this Act shall be valued according to the tables in the schedule, 
and the duty chargeable thereon shall be paid by eight equal half- 
yearly instalments, the first of such instalments to be paid at the ex- 
piration of twelve months next afler the successor shall have become 
entitled to the beneficial enjoyment, and the seven following instal- 
ments at half-yearly Intervals of six months ea«h from the day on 
which the first instalment shall have become due. 

The interest of any successor in personal property subject to any 
trust for the investment thereof on the purchase of real pro- 
perty, to which the successor would be absolutely entitled, shall, so 
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far OS tlie aame aball not be chargeable with duty nader the Legacy 
Dutj Acts, be chargeable with duty under this Act ; and personal 
property subject to any trust for the inveatment thereof in the 
purchase of real property, to which the successor would not be ab- 
solutely entitled, shall, bo f&r as the same shall not be chargeable with 
dulf under the L^acy Duty Acts, be chargeable with duty under 
iiaa Act as real property ; and for the purposes of tliis Act each 
successor's interest therdn shall be considered to be of the value of 
an annuity equal in amount to the annual produce of the actual trust 
property at the time of his beconung entitled in possession. 

Annuities under this Act and the Legacy Duty Acta to be valued 
according to the tables annexed t« this Act, and not according to the 
schedule 36 Geo. lU. cap. 52. 

Hie Commissioners may receive any duty in advance, and aUow 
discount thereon at four per cent, per annum, without prejudice to 
the rights of the person paying. 
The duty imposed by this Act shall be a first charge on the pro- 
It is not the practice of the Legacy Duty Office to charge the duty 
on sums which yield leas than one penny. There are no fractional 
parts of pence, therefore, in the calculations. 
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